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Go Beyond Traditional.

Challenging Academics

The
Saklan
School

Come Visit Us for an
Upcoming Open House.

Experiential Learning
Inspiring Teachers
Strong Connections

Think Creatively. Act Compassionately. Live Courageously.

Pre-K through 8 saklan.org

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT
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THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENTOR LIVING
(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek

theheritagedowntown.com

Bay Area

BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Friday, Now, 15, 2019

Saturday, Nov, 16, 2019

The Holiday Marketplace

Beautiful handcrafted items, gourmet goodies, works
af art, and back for another year Room With o Past!
The 30 plus crafters invite you and your friends to

enjay the spirit of the holidoys with us,

Celebrating 5 years!

11AM — 7PM
JAM = 5 PM

Held at the Elks Lodge
1475 Creekside Dr., Walnut Creek
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‘Ayla, The Daughter of War,’ a
touching film from Turkey

By Sophie Braccini

Based on a true story, “Ayla,
The Daughter of War” pre-
sents the surprising relation-
ship forged between a Turk-
ish soldier and a small Ko-
rean orphan during the Ko-
rean War in 1950. As the
story develops, the relation-
ship between the two heroes
deepens to become a real
father-daughter bond. But the
war and the many difficulties
Sargeant Siileyman is con-
fronted with force him to
leave Ayla behind when he
has to return to Turkey. Will
they ever find each other
again?

“Ayla” is first and fore-
most a movie about love,
telling the story about a fa-
ther and daughter. In the
middle of an atrocious war
(Are there wars that are not
so?) the miracle of love can
still happen. A soldier is
touched by the absolute dis-
tress of a child and decides to
give her his heart. The movie
shows with simplicity and
authenticity how an entire
group of soldiers mobilizes to

save and raise a child with
whom they share neither
language nor culture. Their
consciousness of the damages
of war is heightened as they
empathize with the small vic-
tim. The scenario would seem
too sentimental if it was not
based on a true story.

In an interview published
in the Turkish media Anadolu
Agency, director Can Ulkay
explained how shocked he
has always been by the fact
that children are the first vic-
tims of wars. This film, even if
it tells a story that happened
60 years ago, was made to
draw attention to the suffer-
ing of the young victims.
Ulkay added that these atroc-
ities continue today and his
film is representative of pre-
sent day struggles. Today in
the world there are 25 million
child victims of war who are
injured, orphaned, displaced.

The movie also depicts
how human beings can com-
mit the worst inhuman acts
and can also be transcended
by totally unselfish love. This
grace can touch two people of
different ages, religions, eth-
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nicity; it does not require be-
ing of the same blood to cher-
ish and want to save a child.

There are some very in-
teresting historic aspects to
the film as well. Not many
may remember the important
Turkish engagement along-
side the Americans during
the Korean War. The depic-
tion of certain characters may
appear somewhat simplified
and overly positive at times,
or somewhat naive, but the
movie reaches its target and it
is unlikely that spectators will
leave the theater without
having shed tears at some
point in the movie. The inter-
pretation of the child actress
Kim Seol is extremely con-
vincing and touching.

“Ayla” received many in-
ternational awards and was
the 2017 Turkish selection to
the Oscar. It is brought to the
Orinda Theatre by the Inter-
national Film Showcase and
will be shown for at least one
full week starting Nov. 8. For
more information, visit
orindamovies.com

THT In the Wings staged reading
features 'The River'

Submitted by Susan
Evans

Town Hall Theatre’s first IN
THE WINGS staged reading of
the 2019-20 Season is a one-
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night only performance of
“The River,” a lyrical and
mysterious new play about a
man and a woman (or
women, possibly), and fishing,
by Tony Award winner Jez
Butterworth.

In his subtly crafted play,
Butterworth sets the story in a
remote cabin on the cliffs be-
side a river. The Man has in-
vited The Woman there, and
he longs to share with her the
ecstatic excitement of fishing
for trout that night, a once-a-
year moonless night. Dark-
ness, the sound of the rushing
river and lights come up on
the Man calling the police
about a woman who has gone
missing while fishing. He is
interrupted by a door banging
and The Other Woman enters,
seemingly having exchanged
places. Are we witnessing
some kind of ritual enfold?
Are we watching a ghost
story, a thriller or an elegy?

“The River” will have one
performance at 8 p.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 11 at Town Hall
Theatre Company, 3535
School Street, in Lafayette.
Tickets are $10 general ad-
mission and free to sub-
scribers, and are available
through the box office at (925)
283-1557 or online at
www.TownHallTheatre.com.



